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We invite all Members of the House
to join us at this tremendous expo that
celebrates Pennsylvania’s rich history
and the agriculture industry. We will
tour the show and visit various exhib-
its. Pennsylvania Agriculture Sec-
retary Russell Redding will also join
us.
Agriculture is the number one indus-
try in Pennsylvania and generates
nearly $6.9 billion in agricultural cash
receipts. Almost half a million jobs are
tied to this industry in the Common-
wealth. This show has been widely at-
tended for generations. In fact, this
year marks the 101st show.

Come join us Saturday in Harrisburg
as we celebrate the prominence of the
agriculture industry in Pennsylvania
and its importance to this Nation. We
hope to see you there.

———————

SNOWDROP FOUNDATION FIGHTS
CHILDHOOD CANCER

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, as you
know, everything is bigger in Texas.
But as any Texan knows, the biggest,
most grand thing is the heart of a
Texan. The best example of these
hearts are my two dear friends, Kevin
and Trish Kline. Their huge Texas
hearts want to end childhood cancer, so
they started the Snowdrop Foundation.
They have raised over $1 million in less
than 10 years to stop cancer.

They do this for kids like Ana. When
Ana was 14, she was told she had acute
leukemia. She wondered: Will my soul
be taken away? Who will take care of
my younger brother? Am I going to
die?

After nearly a decade of fear, with
Snowdrop’s help, Ana now says: Can-
cer, been there, beat that.

God bless Ana, Snowdrop, Kevin, and
Trish.

——————

CONGRATULATING PLEASANT
VALLEY VIKINGS

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I just
want to point out the pride of Chico,
California, and the First District. The
Pleasant Valley High School Vikings
became State champions of football
just a few weeks ago.

It was a very exciting game. They
traveled south to Long Beach for it, to
beat St. Anthony. The resiliency of the
Vikings was amazing. I didn’t get to go
to the game myself, but I was texting
back and forth with a good friend down
there. After a 17-13 halftime score, it
ended up 50-49.

The Vikings were back and forth, up
and down. With just 1%2 minutes left in
the game, after a late interception by
the other team, they were down by 8
points. But with about 12 minutes to
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go, they drove the field, scored a touch-
down, got the 2-pointer and tied. They
went into overtime. After giving up a
touchdown to the other team in over-
time, they came back, drove the field
once again, scored a touchdown, and
went for two and became division
champions for the State of California
by a score of 50-49.

Congratulations, Pleasant Valley Vi-
kings. Well done. You showed a lot of
heart.

————
0 1700

DOUBLE STANDARDS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ARRINGTON). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT)
is recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, it is an
honor to get to come into this hallowed
Hall and to have a chance to address
our peers.

It was a rather enjoyable day yester-
day, even with all the vitriol, but I was
reminded and couldn’t help but remi-
nisce a bit and walk a bit down mem-
ory lane yesterday as we heard from
Members of the House on the other side
of the aisle expressing repeatedly a de-
sire to have open debate and not shut
off debate.

The reminiscing took me back to a
time last year when, as far as we could
find, the only time in American history
one party in the United States Con-
gress physically prevented another
party from coming to the floor and
going into session and trying to begin
debate and trying to discuss the busi-
ness of the day. We can’t find that any
party ever staged such a sit-in.

We know there are House rules about
not eating on the House floor and
about not having things to drink on
the House floor other than water, and
yet our friends across the aisle were
eating and drinking. It is actually a
violation of the House rules to sing on
the House floor. Every now and then,
people look the other way from the vio-
lation, but certainly not to take pic-
tures and broadcast.

I approached the Sergeant at Arms
and asked him why this wasn’t stopped.

I was told: Well, they won’t stop; we
have told them repeatedly.

I said: Well, you won’t let Repub-
licans get away with this kind of con-
duct. They are preventing debate. They
are preventing a session from starting
timely. This has been going on for
hours.

I was told: Well, Congressman, when
we tell you Republicans that you are
violating a rule, you stop and you fol-
low the rules. We have told them re-
peatedly, and they will not stop vio-
lating the rules. They will not stop pre-
venting you from going into session, so
we don’t know what else to do.

Mr. Speaker, I had issues like that
when I was a felony judge, and they
didn’t last long because we had bailiffs
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who would drag people out to stop such
inappropriate conduct. It just seemed
that, in this potentially last bastion of
civility where we can use words and de-
bate issues, it is rather ironic, to say
the least, to be preached to repeatedly
about the desire for open debate and
the desire to not be shut down from
speaking when that is exactly what
happened last year by the very people
who were standing up, and some of
them were reading a script pointing
out how offended they were by being
prevented by the rules under which we
have been proceeding from going for-
ward and debating. So it is rather iron-
ic and rather incredible actually.

I also recall back when we were de-
bating ObamaCare and some of us
wanted to get amendments into
ObamaCare. Of course, some of us re-
member the fact that John Dingell was
chairman of the Committee on Energy
and Commerce that had jurisdiction
over the healthcare debate and the
healthcare bill. He has been working
for a healthcare bill, something like
what passed, for all of his time, as I am
aware of, in the House.

I was told by someone that his father
may have worked for the same bill for
years. So that was something that was
going to be a crowning glory for an in-
credibly honorable man. We see dif-
ferently on many issues, but I know
him to be an honest and honorable
man. His word has always been good.
When he has given it, it was always the
way it is. I have great respect for him.

Anyway, he understood that the cap-
and-trade bill that was being pushed
here in the House by then-Speaker
PELOSI was going to unduly harm the
Nation’s poor more than anybody else
in the country. If you are very rich, if
you are on Wall Street, you are friends
of the Obama administration, and you
have gotten $656 million in grants to
open a non-carbon-based energy facil-
ity, you are not worried about the
price of anything because your friends
in the Obama administration were giv-
ing you millions and billions of dollars
that you could fritter away as you
wished.

But for our Nation’s middle class,
lower middle class, and poor that don’t
have the ability to absorb increasing
energy costs, the cap-and-trade bill
would have been devastating. That is
why, when John Dingell was asked
about the cap-and-trade bill, he re-
sponded something to the effect that it
is not only a tax, it is a great big tax,
it will unfairly hit the poor, and he was
not going to bring that bill out of com-
mittee. So Speaker PELOSI, at that
time, took whatever actions were re-
quired to remove him as chair and re-
place him with Henry Waxman.

Chairman Waxman made clear: We
don’t need your votes; we don’t want
your input; so we don’t care what you
want in the healthcare bill.

JOE BARTON, the longest serving
Texan in the House right now, had in-
dicated, as a former chair of that same
committee, that it is interesting if



		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-14T09:22:35-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




